
 

 

 
 

21st Sunday after Pentecost 
 

October 22, 2023 
 



Welcome to Bethel! We’re glad you’re here! 
 21st Sunday after Pentecost · October 22nd, 2023

 

No Sunday School today 
for anyone so all voters can participate in 

Congregation meeting. 

Contact Pastor Carolyn 
Contact Pr. Carolyn first to double-check her office hours. 

She is available Tuesday – Thursday most weeks.  
 

pastor@bethelroseville.org     
916-781-3333 (office)  

  

Prayer Requests 
Yellow paper is available as you enter for you to write 
prayer requests on. Return the paper to an usher no 

later than during the Hymn of the Day. The reader will 
include it during the Prayers of the People. 

It is our hope that this will help all those worshipping 
in the sanctuary and on online to hear the prayers. 

 

We mean it when we say “all are welcome” – no 
matter where you are on your faith journey or 
how you identify. Your presence is important to 
us – we are not complete without you. Our 
Worship & Music team is continually listening and 
adapting our worship practices to reflect our 
desire to welcome ALL of GOD’S children. 

 

Hospitality Details 
We firmly believe that there is no age limit in 

GOD’s house. Young or old, you are an essential part of 
our worship community. Families with young children are 
encouraged to sit near the front of the sanctuary so 
children can see what is happening. If a young child gets 
antsy during long periods of inaction like the sermon, they 
are welcome to quietly play in front of the sound table 
near the door. 

 

Those participating in worship who find standing 
for long periods of time difficult are encouraged to take 
care of themselves and adapt the “Lutheran Aerobics” of 
frequent standing and sitting to meet their needs. 
Traditions of standing at certain times during the liturgy 
are not meant to cause pain or discomfort. Please sit or 
stand in ways that make your time with us comfortable. 

 

If you need a restroom, you have options:  
In the main building, one is located through the 

side door near the piano. It can also be accessed by 
going outside through the main door and re-entering the 
building using the door located under the bell tower. The 
restroom will be to your left.  

A larger, wheelchair accessible restroom with a 
baby changing table, is located in our back building. Go 
through the iron gate to the left of the sanctuary. As you 
enter the back building the restroom is immediately to 
your left. Feel free to ask the usher for directions as well. 

 

TODAY after worship  
to give members the opportunity to 
ask final questions and to vote on 

the 2024 budget. 
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Introduction to the day: In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine 
purposes. When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him 
and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God 
rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the 
service of God and for the sake of the world. 
 

GATHERING  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the diverse people of God. 
 
PRELUDE  
 
 
WELCOME 
 
[The congregation is invited to rise in body and/or spirit and turn to face the baptismal font]. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be God, 
the one who forms us, 
☩ Jesus who bears the cross, 
the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 
Amen. 
 

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice, 
yet we fail to follow you. 
We are overwhelmed 
by the world’s violence and suffering. 
We are afraid to risk what we have 
for the sake of others. 
For the harm we have caused, 
known and unknown, forgive us. 
For the unjust demands we place on others 
and your creation, forgive us. 
For the ways we turn away 
from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 
Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

Beloved in Christ, 
God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 
God’s compassion is beyond compare. 
In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 
In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 
Amen. 
 
 
[Please turn and face the altar for the Gathering Song.] 
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GATHERING SONG  God Is Here!   (ELW 526) 

 
 
 
GREETING (ELW p. 138) 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 



 3 

KYRIE (ELW p. 138) 

 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139) 
 

Music and lyrics on following pages 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 142) 
 

Let us pray.  
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created for 
you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
[Please be seated] 
 

WORD           God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7 (Pr. Allen Dunn) 
 

The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the LORD has anointed to end Israel’s exile. 
The LORD makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this LORD as the only God. Persia had a 
god of light and a god of darkness; the LORD claims sovereignty over both light and darkness. 
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A reading from Isaiah. 
 1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
  whose right hand I have grasped 
 to subdue nations before him 
  and strip kings of their robes, 
 to open doors before him—and the gates shall not be closed: 
 2I will go before you and level the mountains, 
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
  and cut through the bars of iron, 
 3I will give you the treasures of darkness 
  and riches hidden in secret places, 
 so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 
  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
 4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. 
 5I am the LORD, and there is no other; 
  besides me there is no god. 
  I arm you, though you do not know me, 
 6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
  I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
 7I form light and create darkness, 
  I make weal and create woe; 
  I the LORD do all these things. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 96:1-13 (Pr. Allen Dunn) 
 

 1Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than all gods.  
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 
 bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.  
 9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! The one who made the world so firm that it    
cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity.” 
 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD, 
  for you come to judge the earth. 
 13You will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with your truth.  
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SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 (Pr. Allen Dunn) 
 
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and reassurances to 
new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith, love, and hope makes 
them a model for other new Christian communities. 
 

A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  
  Grace to you and peace. 
 

 2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 
3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has 
chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power 
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to 
be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an 
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth 
from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, 
so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report about us what 
kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and 
true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who 
rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
KIDS' MESSAGE (Jeri Wartena) 
 
 
 
[The congregation is invited to rise in body and/or spirit to welcome the Gospel.] 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (ELW p. 142) 

 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22 
 

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they ask if 
God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 
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The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their disciples 
to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way 
of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with 
partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, 
aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin 
used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and 
whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the 
emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard 
this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
[Please be seated] 
 

SERMON (Pr. Carolyn Brodt) 

 
 
 
 
 
[The congregation is invited to rise in body and/or spirit for the Hymn of the Day.] 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Earth and All Stars!   (ELW 731) 
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CREED 
 

Let us join with Christians throughout the world this Pentecost Season and confess our shared faith 
using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[Please be seated] 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Pr. Allen Dunn) 

 

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all in need. 
 

Faithful God, your Spirit animates the church throughout the world and binds believers near and far 
into the body of Christ. Equip us for the work of faith, and enlarge our hearts for the labor of love. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Creating God, the sea roars, the earth rejoices, and the heavens are glad at the wonder of all you 
have made. Bless the work of ecologists and conservationists and all those who safeguard the 
riches of creation. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Sovereign God, your rule and authority is over the cosmos. As you once worked through the ruler 
Cyrus for the good of your people, accomplish your purposes through the work of elected leaders 
and public servants. Guide them with your wisdom and compassion. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Caring God, your arms enfold all who are lonely, oppressed, despairing, sick, or suffering – 
especially those caught up in ongoing wars across the globe. Pour out your abundant mercy on all 
whom this world neglects, abandons, and forgets, that they may know your joy. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Almighty God, all our life belongs to you. When earthly idols threaten to lead your church astray, 
remind us that you alone are the source of our eternal hope. Direct the work of church treasurers, 
councils, and all who manage financial matters. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Everlasting God, the saints of every age have sung your praise and shared your word. We give you 
thanks for their witness and pray that we may join them as citizens of your unending kingdom. God 
of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

[Prayer requests provided by congregation members to be added here by reader.] 
 

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your unending love 
and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
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PEACE (ELW p. 143) 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 

MEAL                       God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING  
 

We acknowledge that all we have is a gift from God and in gratefulness we return to God a portion of  
the time, finances, and gifts that God has given us.  Thank you so much for your continued support. 

 
 
[The congregation is invited to rise in body and/or spirit for the song as offerings are brought to altar.] 
 

OFFERING SONG  Let the Vineyards be Fruitful (ELW 184) 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you.  
We bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed.  
Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy God, 
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 
his life given for us 
and his rising from the grave, 
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us using the language of our hearts. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Jesus invites you to this table. 
Come, eat and live. 
 
 

[All are welcome to join in our communion celebration. 
Please have a seat and follow the directions of Pastor Carolyn and the usher.] 
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COMMUNION (ELW p. 146) 
 
 
 
 
[The congregation is invited to rise in body and/or spirit for the song at the conclusion of Communion.] 
 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION  Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise  (ELW 207) 
 

 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Blessed be your name, O God, 
for we have feasted on your Word, 
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. 
Strengthened by this food, 
send us to gather the world to your banquet, 
where none are left out and all are satisfied. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 

SENDING     God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 

BLESSING 
 

The God of glory,  
☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names,  
and the Spirit who lives in you,  
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG God of Grace and God of Glory  (ELW 705) 

 
 
 
 
[Please be seated] 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

[After brief announcements related to the ministry of Bethel  
are shared from the podium microphone, 

the congregation is invited to stand and face the font.] 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

God is at work in you. Go in peace. 
Thanks be to God and we will. 
 
 

 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 



 

To meet our 2023 Operating Expenses each 
month, Bethel needs $6968 

Giving in October 
10/1 = $3984 
10/8 = $949 
10/15 = $667 
10/22 = $ 
10/29 = $ 

Total for Month = $5600 
TOTAL for September = $4834 

Thanks for your ongoing support of 
Bethel’s Ministries!  

Consider Online Giving  
Sign up for Online Giving at our 

website, bethelroseville.org 
 

If you prefer to give by traditional check, 
please mail it into the church office at 

1050 Douglas Blvd., Roseville CA 95678 
or drop it into the basket during worship. 

Upcoming Scripture Readings 
Next Sunday, October 29th,  

Reformation Sunday 
 

• Jeremiah 31:31-34 
• Psalm 46 
• Romans 3:19-28 
• John 8:31-36 

 
 

 

Use the QR code below to access 
e-giving from your phone 

Today’s Worship Team 
 

Usher: Susan Woods 
Reader: Allen Dunn 
Sound: Rick Mendonsa 
Zoom: Jeff Dodge/Scott Larson 
Altar Guild: Kelly Mendonsa 
Kids Message: Jeri Wartena 
Musician: Audrey Gale  
 

Next Week’s Worship Team 
Usher: Cindi Roxworthy 
Reader: Bruce Seiler/Nancy Garman 
Sound: Rick Mendonsa 
Zoom: Jeff Dodge/Scott Larson 
Altar Guild: Terri Larson 
Kids Message: Pr. Allen Dunn 
Musician: TBD  
 

 

 
 
 
 

October 8 – Hadley Gale 
October 10 – Lisa Kaufman-Chan 
October 14 – Cheryle Sorenson 
October 16 – Lan Dodge 
October 22 – Jeff Dodge 
October 24 – Mike Anderson 
 

Blessings to all of our October Birthdays; please 
let us know if we accidently left you off this list! 

 

“Noisy Offering!” 
Encouraging the participation of our youngest members in 
worship is important to us. When they help collect the 
offering each week, they may be confused when folks don’t 
drop something in the basket. So, please consider 
dropping a little spare change into the basket when it 
comes your way as a “noisy offering.” The “noisy offering” 
will be periodically donated to a local charity. 
 



 

 
  

ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans 
July 16-20, 2024 

Would you like to volunteer at the Gathering and help our young people grow in 
faith and encounter Christ? Serving the youth of this church is a vocational 

calling that requires careful discernment. 
 

Serving as a volunteer requires no application fee, but applicants offered a 
volunteer role will be asked to pay a $50 processing fee to cover the cost of 
running a background check and ensuring your attendance at the Gathering. 

 

Application Deadline November 1st  
 

Applications and more info available here: 
https://www.elca.church/gathering/attend/volunteers 

 

Or ask Lisa Herlocker for more information 

Special Opportunity! 
 

Support Bethel’s Youth! 
Something new from our Christmas 

Wreath Company, – Autumn Wreaths! 
 

Go https://giftitforward.com/ and check 
out the options. If you like what you see 
– order using the code BETHELCA002 – 
and Bethel will earn $8 per product you 
order. This money will go to help Bethel 

kids attend camp at Mt. Cross or the 
ELCA Youth Gathering. 

 

Christmas wreath sales are coming soon – you 
can see new options and even pre-order at the 

same website, GiftItForward.com 

Policy Update 
Bethel members are welcome to use Lentz Hall or to borrow chairs and folding tables 

when they are not being used by for congregational activities. In order to be good 
stewards of our property, we ask that you check with either Terri or Scott Larson to 

coordinate. Use of Lentz Hall will be put on the calendar and table/chair usage with be 
listed in a rental binder. When returning items, we ask that you please coordinate drop off 

with Terri or Scott so that the students in the preschool aren’t disturbed and to assure 
items are put back into storage appropriately. 

Thank you for understanding. 



 

  Community Action Team (CAT) Update 
New Ways to Help our Local Community this Fall 

(October 22 – November 26) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our friends at St. Vincent de Paul have moved their feeding program back inside beginning this 
month. Besides our bi-monthly cooking & serving opportunity (see Scott Larson for details) they are 

now seeking donations of both Egg Noodles and Elbow Macaroni. Bring your donation to Bethel 
and we’ll see it gets delivered to them.  

For those of you new to Bethel, St. Vincent’s has been serving hot meals to their mostly homeless guests (currently 
an average of 60 guests daily) since 1983. For the daily, noon-time crowd of mostly men who gather off Vernon 

Street in Roseville, this may well be their only hot meal of the day. In summer, it’s a nice break from the heat, and in 
the winter, it is a welcome escape from the cold and damp. 

 
Acres of Hope is beginning to prepare to serve their clients this winter. They are seeking donations 
of Children’s Tylenol, Pedialyte, Disinfecting Wipes, and Paper Towels.  

Acres of Hope also wishes to remind you of their Renew Thrift Store at 1725 Santa Clara Dr. 
(behind the Golden 1) in Roseville. All donations including those listed above, as well as other 

household items, clothing, jewelry, shoes, handbags, and more, can be donated between 9:30am – 
2:00pm Monday through Friday. (Bring donations to the door at the back of the store and ring the bell)  

For more information about donating or shopping check out their website: 
https://www.acresofhopeonline.org/renew-stores/ 

As a reminder, Acres of Hope is a spiritually-based renewal center based in Auburn that provides a safe family 
environment and a healthy living program for women with children. Our balanced approach sets the foundation of 
change and breaks the cycle of homelessness. 

 
 

 
 

2023 Legislative Wrap Up 
Wednesday, November 1st at 6:30pm via Zoom 

 

You are invited to a virtual evening with the Lutheran Office of Publick Policy – California, as we 
debrief the highs and lows of the 2023 California legislative session from an advocacy perspective. 

Learn how Lutheran lobbying efforts helped pass policy that reflects our ELCA Social Statements, our 
faith, and our efforts to do God’s good work. 

 

To listen in, email Savannah Jorgensen at sjorgensen.loppca@gmail.com with your name, city, and 
congregation. You will receive a Zoom meeting invitation about a week before the event. 



 

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church 
 

Following the example set by Jesus Christ and being mindful of our Lutheran heritage of acceptance through 
God’s grace, we welcome all to God’s table. We invite all who are seeking God’s love and grace to join us in 

worship and fellowship. We welcome all because God welcomes all, knowing that God’s love is all-inclusive 
and stronger than any pressure to conform to the labels this world gives us. 

 

We commit to providing a safe and welcoming place for people of any age, ethnic or national origin, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or relationship status. We welcome and love all no matter their 
socio-economic circumstances, outward appearance, immigration status, political affiliation, or anything that 
could seemingly divide us. The nature and extent of one’s addictions, physical and mental health, or criminal 

history have no bearing on our commitment to welcome all. 
 

We affirm today, tomorrow, and for all of our days, that we will intentionally strive to live as people of faith, 
people of compassion, people of love, and people of grace.  

We invite you to come as you are to Meet, Pray, & Love together. 
 

In the Season of Pentecost, we celebrate that the Holy Spirit abides in and among us. 
 

We give thanks that God speaks to each of us, no matter our origins, language, or life 
path. Filled with the Spirit, we go out from worship to share God’s love and grace 

among the vulnerable of our world. 
 

No matter where you are on your faith journey, we invite you to explore with us. 
Welcome. 

 
 
 
 

Worship Gathering at 9:00am each Sunday 
Sunday School for All Ages at 10:15am (Sept – May) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Carolyn Brodt, Pastor 

1050 Douglas Blvd ! Roseville, CA ! 916-781–3333 
Pastor@bethelroseville.org 

. 

 Bethel is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Nisenan 
people, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. 
We also wish to recognize and honor our Indigenous siblings who have and 

continue to call this land their home. 
 


