
 

 
 

1st Sunday of Epiphany 
 

January 7, 2024 



Welcome to Bethel! We’re glad you’re here! 
 First Sunday of Epiphany · January 7, 2024

Prayer Requests 
Yellow paper is available as you enter for you to 

write prayer requests on. Return the paper to 
an usher no later than during the Hymn of the 

Day. The reader will include it during the 
Prayers of the People. 

It is our hope that this will help all those 
worshipping in the sanctuary and on online to 

hear the prayers. 
 

We mean it when we say “all are welcome” – no 
matter where you are on your faith journey or 
how you identify. Your presence is important to 
us – we are not complete without you. Our 
Worship & Music team is continually listening and 
adapting our worship practices to reflect our 
desire to welcome ALL of GOD’S children. 

 

Hospitality Details 
We firmly believe that there is no age limit in 

GOD’s house. Young or old, you are an essential part of 
our worship community. Families with young children are 
encouraged to sit near the front of the sanctuary so 
children can see what is happening. If a young child gets 
antsy during long periods of inaction like the sermon, they 
are welcome to quietly play in front of the sound table 
near the door. 

 

Those participating in worship who find standing 
for long periods of time difficult are encouraged to take 
care of themselves and adapt the “Lutheran Aerobics” of 
frequent standing and sitting to meet their needs. 
Traditions of standing at certain times during the liturgy 
are not meant to cause pain or discomfort. Please sit or 
stand in ways that make your time with us comfortable. 

 

If you need a restroom, you have options:  
In the main building, one is located through the 

side door near the piano. It can also be accessed by 
going outside through the main door and re-entering the 
building using the door located under the bell tower. The 
restroom will be to your left.  

A larger, wheelchair accessible restroom with a 
baby changing table, is located in our back building. Go 
through the iron gate to the left of the sanctuary. As you 
enter the back building the restroom is immediately to 
your left. Feel free to ask the usher for directions as well. 

 

Today we welcome 
Maia Higa Bellisario 

into God’s Family and Bethel’s through the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

 

Born August 10, 2023 to her proud parents 
Chiara & Alexus and Big Brother, Anthony 

 

Godparents:  
Derrick Brace 

Rochelle Yomogida Brace 
Shy’Anne Higa 
Meredyth Higa 
Lauralei Higa 

 

God’s Blessings on Baby Maia! 
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Introduction to the day: The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season on 
January 6th with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and 
Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the 
magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the 
waters of baptism, just as like Jesus. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the 
good news of God’s love to all people. 
 

GATHERING  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the diverse people of God. 
 
OPENING SONG/PRELUDE Who Were the Three?   (sung by Wing & A Prayer only) 

 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
The congregation is invited to rise in body and/or spirit and turn to face the baptismal font. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
creator of darkness and light, 
word of truth, 
wind sweeping over the waters. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
God, our rock and refuge, 
we pour out our hearts before you. 
We have known you but have not always loved you. 
We have wounded one another 
and sinned against you. 
We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in each of us. 
Remember your covenant. 
Renew your creation. 
Restore us, 
that we might proclaim your good news to all. 
Amen. 
 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 
God has spoken: 
The time of grace is now. 
In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 
By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
You are God’s beloved. 
Amen. 
 
Please turn and face the altar for the Gathering Song. 
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GATHERING SONG  As with Gladness Men of Old  (ELW 302) 
 

 
 
 
 
GREETING (ELW p. 138) 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
KYRIE  Kyrie    ©Kent Alleluia Liturgy 
 

Words and music on following page 
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HYMN OF PRAISE This Is the Feast  Kent Alleluia Liturgy 
 
 
 

Words and music on following page 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Let us pray.  
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in 
your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
 

WORD           God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 60:1-6 (Loraine Anderson) 
 
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s presence is in her 
midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem 
and thereby declare God’s praise. 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 
3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 
4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-4 (Loraine Anderson) 
 
1Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth. 
7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, 
  and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.  
11May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service. 
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 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who have no helper. 
13He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the needy. 
 14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood in his sight. 
 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12 (Loraine Anderson) 
 
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of Paul and others. In 
Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation. 
 

A reading from Ephesians 
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2for surely 
you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and how the 
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which 
will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this 
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, 
and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
 7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by 
the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to 
bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is 
the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the church 
the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
KIDS' MESSAGE (Pr. Carolyn Brodt) 

 
 
The congregation is invited to rise in body and/or spirit to welcome the Gospel 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12 (Pr. Carolyn Brodt) 
 

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a 
faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he 
was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 



 7 

 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they 
had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its 
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 

 
 
SERMON  (Pr. Carolyn Brodt) 
 
 
 
The congregation is invited to rise in body and/or spirit for the Hymn of the Day. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Baptized in Water  (ELW 456) 
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THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 
Godparents (Sponsors) join baptismal family at the font 
 

PRESENTATION (ELW p. 227) 
 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of 
baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in 
Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 
 

Sponsors present the candidate for baptism: We present Maia Higa Bellisario for baptism. 
 
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have Maia baptized 
into Christ? 
Parents’ Response: We do. 
 
As you bring Maia to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 

to live with her among God's faithful people, 
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in her hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture her in faith and prayer, 
so that your child may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 
 

Do you promise to help Maia grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Parents’ Response: We do. 
 
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Maia in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's 
Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 
Sponsors’ response: We do. 
 
People of God, do you promise to support Maia and pray for her in her new life in Christ? 
We do. 
 
The assembly stands. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH (ELW p. 229) 
 

The presiding minister addresses the parents and sponsors. The congregation may join in the responses. 
 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
We renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
We renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
We renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT (ELW p. 230) 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your 
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the 
flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery 
into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the 
baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise 
us up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the 
waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
 
BAPTISM (ELW p. 230) 
 

Maia Higa Bellisario, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your children new birth, 
cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. Sustain Maia with the gift of your Holy Spirit: 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Maia, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit  
and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
WELCOME (ELW p. 231) 
 

A lighted candle may be given to the family as a representative of the congregation says: 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works  
and glorify your Father in heaven. 

(Pastor continues on next page) 
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Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving thanks 
and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 
Those who have gathered at the font may return to their places.  

 
 
The service continues with the prayers of intercession.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Loraine Anderson) 
 

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 
 

Inspire wisdom and a spirit of proclamation in your church, God of forgiveness. Uplift leaders to 
share the truth of your word in community. Encourage us to live into the promises of baptism, 
working for justice and peace in all the world. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Renew your creation, God of thunder and mighty waters. Restore the rivers in which your children 
are baptized. May fields flourish and grow. Summon the stewards and caretakers of the land to 
cherish your good works. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Where hearts are fearful and constricted, God of hope, grant courage. Where impossibilities close 
every door and window, grant imagination and resistance. Where distrust twists our thinking, grant 
healing and illumination. Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings and 
strengthened dreams. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Give strength to your leaders, God who is present in every country and community. Raise up leaders 
committed to equity and healing. Grant them discernment and compassion as they lead in love.  
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Protect and cherish the most vulnerable among us, God of strength. Accompany those separated 
from family or hurting from broken relationships. Shelter our unhoused neighbors and any 
experiencing poverty. Protect those incarcerated in prisons and detention centers. Care for the sick 
and suffering. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Encourage this congregation, God who calls and sends disciples. Guide us in accompanying, 
learning from, and serving our neighbors on the margins, following the example of Jesus.  
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Trusting the assurance of the Holy Spirit, we remember all who have died and rest in God’s care. 
Give hope to those who grieve even as we rest in your eternal promise of resurrection. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Prayer requests provided by congregation members to be added here by reader. 
 

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of our hearts 
in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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PEACE (ELW p. 143) 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 

MEAL                       God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING  
 

We acknowledge that all we have is a gift from God and in gratefulness we return to God a portion of  
the time, finances, and gifts that God has given us.  Thank you so much for your continued support. 

 
 
 
The congregation is invited to rise in body and/or spirit for the song as offerings are brought to altar. 
 
 

OFFERING SONG  Let the Vineyards be Fruitful (ELW 184) 
 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the song of 
the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the 
abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 

! 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Blessed are you, O holy God: 
you are the Life and Light of all. 

By your powerful word you created all things. 
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 
 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 
He is your Light, shining in our darkness 

and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 
his preaching and healing, 
his dying and rising, 
and his promise to come again, 
we await that day when all the universe 
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 
 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 
that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us using the language of our hearts. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. 
Come and see. 
 
 

All are welcome to join in our communion celebration. 
Please have a seat and follow the directions of Pastor Carolyn and the usher. 

 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

God our redeemer,  
you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life.  
As you have gathered us in joy,  
send us forth as messengers of your peace.  
Make us shine with the good news of your glory,  
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

SENDING     God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 
Please rise in body and/or spirit for the Blessing. 
 

BLESSING 

God who names you, 
Christ who claims you, 
and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 
☩ bless you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
SENDING SONG  Children Go Where I Send Thee  (Seekers version) 
 
 
 
 

Music and Lyrics on following page 
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Intro: He was born, born, born in Bethlehem 
 

Children go where I send thee. How shall I send thee? 
Well, I’m gonna send thee: 
 One by One  One for the little bitty baby 
 Two by Two  Two for Paul and Silas 
 Three by Three Three for the Hebrew Children 
 Four by Four  Four for the Four that stood at the door 
 Five by Five  Five for the Gospel preachers 
 Six by Six  Six for the six that couldn’t get fixed 
 Seven by Seven Seven for the Seven that never got to Heaven 
 Eight by Eight Eight for the Eight that stood at the gate 
 Nine by Nine  Nive for the Nine all dressed so fine 
 Ten by Ten  Ten for the Ten Commandments 
 

Who was born, born, born in Bethlehem 
 

Ending:  Who was born, born, born in Bethlehem 
He was born, born, born . . .  born in Bethlehem 

 
Please be seated. 
 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

After brief announcements related to the ministry of Bethel are shared from the podium microphone, 
the congregation is invited to stand and face the font. 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 



 

To meet our 2023 Operating Expenses each 
month, Bethel needs $6968 

Giving in December 
12/3 = $2357 
12/10 = $2237 
12/17 = $1064 

12/24 & 25 = $1772.94 
12/31 = $ 

Total for Month = $7430.94 
TOTAL for November = $5987 

Thanks for your ongoing support of 
Bethel’s Ministries!  

Consider Online Giving  
Sign up for Online Giving at our 

website, bethelroseville.org 
 

If you prefer to give by traditional check, 
please mail it into the church office at 

1050 Douglas Blvd., Roseville CA 95678 
or drop it into the basket during worship. 

Use the QR code below to access 
e-giving from your phone 

Today’s Worship Teams 
 

Usher: Mike & Loraine Anderson 
Reader: Loraine Anderson 
Sound: Rick Mendonsa 
Zoom: Jeff Dodge/Scott Larson 
Altar Guild: Loraine Anderson 
Kids Message: Pr. Carolyn Brodt 
Musician: Wing and a Prayer  
 

Next Week’s Worship Team 
Usher: Jeri Wartena 
Reader: Jeri Wartena 
Sound: Rick Mendonsa 
Zoom: Jeff Dodge/Scott Larson 
Altar Guild: Loraine Anderson 
Kids Message: Pr. Allen Dunn 
Musician: Audrey Gale  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Contact Pastor Carolyn 
Contact Pr. Carolyn first to double-check her office hours. 

She is available Tuesday – Thursday most weeks.  
 

pastor@bethelroseville.org     
916-781-3333 (office)  

  

January 4 – Allen Dunn 
January 7 – Ronin Villanueva 
January 9 – Nancy Garman 
January 11 – Morgan Pfennig 
January 21 – Alison Villanueva 
January 27 – Ryan McBain 
January 29 – Brianna Bradbury 
 

Blessings to all of our December Birthdays, please let us 
know if we accidently left you off this list! 

 

“Noisy Offering!” 
Encouraging the participation of our youngest members 
in worship is important to us. When they help collect the 
offering each week, they may be confused when folks 
don’t drop something in the basket. So, please consider 
dropping a little spare change into the basket when it 
comes your way as a “noisy offering.” The “noisy 
offering” will be periodically donated to a local charity. 
 



 

 
  

Upcoming Scripture Readings 
Next Sunday, January 14th      
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

 

• 1 Samuel 3:1-20 
• Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
• 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
• John 1:43-51 

 
 

 

(following worship) 
 

Our two “Lisas” will have the kids in Lentz 
Hall for Bible Stories and crafts.  

 

Pastor Carolyn will meet with the adults. 
They will be using the book, The Forty 
Parables of Jesus, by Gehard Lohfink. 

 

Looking for a little end of the week fun? 
Want to try something new in 2024? 

Join Bethel friends during January on 
Friday the 12th and 26th  at 6:30pm in 

Lentz Hall for games and fellowship. 
Bring your own food and drinks – and 

board games you’d like to play with the 
group. This is a low-key activity for all 

ages and skills.  
Bring a friend and join the fun! 

 

A Message from Linda Dunn: 
 

The first two weeks after I broke my hip were 
challenging. I am so grateful for all the 

support, care and concern that came from 
my church family in the form of prayers, 
delicious meals, soup, desserts, cards, 

phone calls, and offers of assistance. I want 
to especially thank Kary Pfennig for 

coordinating the meals and for shopping for 
essentials. Thank you all so much! 

Linda 

Parents, please supervise you children when 
they are using the playground.  

We want to keep them safe and to see that 
they are using the toys and equipment 

appropriately. 
Keep in mind that the playground is designed 

for preschoolers and so some of the toys – 
especially ones not anchored to the ground – 
are intended for small children and we don’t 

want to break the toys used by our renters. 
Also, please help you children put toys away 
before you leave to enjoy the rest of your day. 

Thanks for your understanding! 



 

Welcome to Bethel Lutheran Church 
 

Following the example set by Jesus Christ and being mindful of our Lutheran heritage of acceptance through 
God’s grace, we welcome all to God’s table. We invite all who are seeking God’s love and grace to join us in 

worship and fellowship. We welcome all because God welcomes all, knowing that God’s love is all-inclusive 
and stronger than any pressure to conform to the labels this world gives us. 

 

We commit to providing a safe and welcoming place for people of any age, ethnic or national origin, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or relationship status. We welcome and love all no matter their 
socio-economic circumstances, outward appearance, immigration status, political affiliation, or anything that 
could seemingly divide us. The nature and extent of one’s addictions, physical and mental health, or criminal 

history have no bearing on our commitment to welcome all. 
 

We affirm today, tomorrow, and for all of our days, that we will intentionally strive to live as people of faith, 
people of compassion, people of love, and people of grace.  

We invite you to come as you are to Meet, Pray, & Love together. 
 

This is the time of the church known as the season of Epiphany.  It begins with the Magi’s adoration of 
the Christ Child and includes Jesus' baptism in the Jordan River and ends with his mountain top 

Transfiguration. Epiphany celebrates Christ being made known, or made "manifest," to all nations.  It is a 
season bathed in the light of God’s grace and love. 

 

It is our hope that this Worship Gathering will bring God’s light to your life.  We welcome you to gather 
in the presence of the God made flesh who reaches across time and space and comes to dwell among us. 

 
 
 
 
 

Worship Gathering at 9:00am each Sunday 
Sunday School for All Ages at 10:15am (Sept – May) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Carolyn Brodt, Pastor 

1050 Douglas Blvd ! Roseville, CA ! 916-781–3333 
Pastor@bethelroseville.org 

 

 
Bethel is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Nisenan people, 

and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to 
recognize and honor our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land 

their home. 
 


