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Introduction to the day 
Christian celebrations of anniversaries are occasions for thanksgiving for past blessings from God, 
affirmation of what God is doing in the present, and hopeful expectation for what God will do in the 
future. As we continue to live out our lives as God’s people gathered together in the community we call 
Bethel, we look with hopeful anticipation to a life beyond the pandemic, including a new pastor. We are 
assured that we are called to be right here in this place serving a faithful God who promises to be with 
us, gifting us for the times we find ourselves in as we go about God’s work in the world.  
 

GATHERING  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the diverse people of God. 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ.  
Let us return to the one who is full of compassion. 
Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. 
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 
 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING SONG  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  (ELW 503) 
 

Please mute yourselves and sing verse 1 as Audrey plays 
Music and lyrics on next page 
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GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound  (ELW 779) 
 

Please mute yourselves and sing verse 1 as Audrey plays 
 

 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
O God, you have promised through your Son to be with your church forever. We give you thanks for 
those who founded this community of believers and for the signs of your presence in our 
congregation. Increase in us the spirit of faith and love, and make our fellowship an example to all 
believers and to all nations. We pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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WORD           God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 

FIRST READING:  1 Kings 8:22-30 (Linda Dunn) 
 

A reading from Genesis. 
22Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and 
spread out his hands to heaven. 23He said, "O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you in 
heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants who walk 
before you with all their heart, 24the covenant that you kept for your servant my father David as you 
declared to him; you promised with your mouth and have this day fulfilled with your 
hand. 25Therefore, O LORD, God of Israel, keep for your servant my father David that which you 
promised him, saying, 'There shall never fail you a successor before me to sit on the throne of Israel, 
if only your children look to their way, to walk before me as you have walked before me.' 26Therefore, 
O God of Israel, let your word be confirmed, which you promised to your servant my father David. 
27But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you, 
much less this house that I have built! 28Regard your servant's prayer and his plea, O LORD my God, 
heeding the cry and the prayer that your servant prays to you today; 29that your eyes may be open 
night and day toward this house, the place of which you said, 'My name shall be there,' that you may 
heed the prayer that your servant prays toward this place. 30Hear the plea of your servant and of your 
people Israel when they pray toward this place; O hear in heaven your dwelling place; heed and 
forgive. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 84  (Lisa Kaufman-Chan) 
 
1How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! 
 2My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the LORD; 
 my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God. 
 3Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, 
 where she may lay her young, at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 
 4Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise. 
 5Happy are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
 6As they go through the valley of Baca they make it a place of springs; 
 the early rain also covers it with pools. 
 7They go from strength to strength; the God of gods will be seen in Zion. 
 8O Lord GOD of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob! 
 9Behold our shield, O God; look on the face of your anointed. 
 10For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 
 I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than live in the tents of wickedness. 
 11For the Lord GOD is a sun and shield; he bestows favor and honor. 
 No good thing does the LORD withhold from those who walk uprightly. 
 12O LORD of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you. 
 
 
KIDS' MESSAGE (Bishop Mark Holmerud) 
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:1-9 (Jeff Dodge) 
 

A reading from 1 Peter. 
1Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all slander. 2Like newborn 
infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation —  3if indeed you 
have tasted that the Lord is good. 
4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God's sight, 
and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6For it stands in scripture: 
 "See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
 a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame." 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 
 "The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the very head of the corner," 
8and 
 "A stone that makes them stumble, 
 and a rock that makes them fall." 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you 
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 10:22-30  (Bishop Mark Holmerud) 
 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
22At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was 
walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, 
"How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly." 25Jesus answered, "I 
have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name testify to me; 26but 
you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know 
them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch 
them out of my hand. 29What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch 
it out of the Father's hand. 30The Father and I are one." 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
SERMON (Bishop Mark Holmerud) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Great Is Thy Faithfulness  (ELW 733) 
 

Please mute yourselves and sing verse 1 as Audrey plays 
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CREED 
 

As we enter into the Season of Lent, let us join with Christians throughout the world and confess our 
shared faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Brad & Jenn Saeger) 
 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church throughout the 
world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the good news of your salvation. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the earth’s creatures from 
destruction. Empower the work of biologists, conservationists, and science educators.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of leaders in our 
community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the lowly. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing dangerous 
lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to all who suffer. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our baptismal identity and 
teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen this congregation’s ministries of care and 
concern. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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We give thanks to you for the members and the ministry of this congregation: 
for those who had the vision to begin this congregation, those who sustain its present ministry, and 
those who will carry its mission forward into the future. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

In the midst of a pandemic, sustain us with faithful patience as we go about the ministry of this 
congregation. Sustain our Servant Team, Ministry Team leaders, and Call Committee as we enter a 
second season of Lent and congregational life online. Bless us with creative energy as we continue 
your work in the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you for all those who 
have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fullness of your reign.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

The congregation may offer additional prayer concerns either aloud or in the chat box 
 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 

MEAL              God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING  

We acknowledge that all we have is a gift from God and in gratefulness  
we return to God a portion of the time, finances, and gifts that God has given us.   

Thank you so much for your continued support in these unusual times. 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from 
heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

O God, Creator of our wilderness world, 
O God, Savior of the lost, 
O God, Comforter of the sick and suffering, 
we give you thanks for your everlasting might; 
we glorify you for your covenant of mercy. 
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For forty days you cleansed the earth with the waters of the flood. 
For forty days you illumined Moses with the words of your law. 
For forty years you fed your people with manna from heaven. 
 

You became truly human in Jesus our brother. 
For forty days, with fasting and prayer, he renounced the power of the devil. 
On the night before he died he took bread, and gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

We extol his life. Amen: 
Amen. 
We lament his death. Amen: 
Amen. 
We celebrate his resurrection. Amen: 
Amen. 
 

Transform us, O God, with your lively Spirit. 
Make this food into manna for our journey, the body and blood of your Son. 
Grant us with the Ninevites forty days of repentance. 
Teach us your words of wisdom and justice. 
Renew the whole earth with baptismal grace. 
At the last, lead all your pilgrim people through our deserts to your Easter garden. 
 

To you, O God, Creator, Savior, Comforter, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be our worship and praise, adoration and thanksgiving, 
now and forever. Amen. 
Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

COMMUNION  
 

During this time, you are invited to take communion in your home  
or to be in a time of prayer.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Almighty God, 
we give you thanks that you have fed us with this heavenly food. 
In your grace and by your Spirit, help us to be what we celebrate, 
the body of Christ in the world. 
Send us out, renewed by this sacramental meal, 
to do the work you have given us to do: to witness for Christ, 
to love you with singleness of heart, and to serve you with clarity of purpose; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

SENDING    God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

People of God,  
go out into the world in peace,  
have courage, hold to what is good,  
return no one evil for evil,  
strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak,  
help the sick, comfort the dying,  
honor all people.   
Love and serve the Lord,  
rejoicing in the power and gifts of the Holy Spirit.   
May God the Creator,  
Jesus the Son,  
and the Holy Spirit the Comforter, 
be with you all now and forever. 
Amen 
 
 
 
SENDING SONG Lift High the Cross ELW 660 
 

Please mute yourselves and sing verse 1 as Audrey plays 
Music and lyrics on next page 



 11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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