
 

Introduction to the day: This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made 
new! Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. We sing 
hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy 
communion. With the women at the tomb, we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim 
the good news of God’s endless love. 

 
 
GATHERING  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the diverse people of God. 
 
 

EASTER WELCOME 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able and to face the baptismal font. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by whose speaking 
we are given new life. 
Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are welcomed, restored, and supported as citizens of the new creation. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, 
you are the river of life, you are the everlasting wellspring. 
In mercy and might you have freed us from death 
and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 
In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 
and in them we are born anew. 
 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, 
for rivers and streams. 
Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, 
quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. 
Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, 
the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 
Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 
Empower our witness to your resurrection. 
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 
 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 
Where despair prevails, grant hope. 
Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 
We ask this through Christ, 
who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 
Amen. 
 
Please remain standing and turn to face the altar as you are able. 



 

GATHERING SONG Jesus Christ Is Risen Today ELW 365 

 

 
 
 
EASTER GREETING 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

On this day of resurrection joy, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 



 

HYMN OF PRAISE Thine Is the Glory ELW 376 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious 
resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may 
live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
 



 

WORD           God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 (Linda Dunn) 
 

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the essential 
message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the 
words of the prophets, receives forgiveness of sins through his name. 
 

A reading from Acts. 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message 
he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he 
did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were 
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of 
the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (Linda Dunn) 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 
Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

The Lord is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 
Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: “The right hand of 
the Lord acts valiantly! 

The right hand of the Lord is exalted! The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 
I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 

The Lord indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 
Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 

“This is the gate of the Lord; here the righteous may enter.” 
I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
By the Lord has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
 
 
SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4 (Linda Dunn) 
 

Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire focus 
and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God. 
 



 

A reading from Colossians. 
1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you 
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then 
you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
KIDS MESSAGE  (Pastor Carolyn Brodt) 

 
 
The congregation is invited to stand, as they are able, to welcome the Gospel 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 24:1-12 (Pastor Carolyn Brodt) 
 

Evidently expecting to find Jesus’ corpse, some of the women among his followers go to the tomb with 
embalming spices. After a perplexing encounter with the empty tomb and angelic visitors, the women 
become the first to proclaim the amazing news of resurrection. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking the spices that 
they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in, they 
did not find the body. 4While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes 
stood beside them. 5The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men 
said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has 
risen. 6Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be 
handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8Then they remembered 
his words, 9and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it 
was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told 
this to the apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 
them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by 
themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please be seated 

 
 
EASTER MESSAGE (Pastor Carolyn Brodt) 

 
 
 
 

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able and proclaim the word of God in song..  
 

 
 



 

HYMN OF THE DAY Alleluia! Jesus is Risen! ELW 377 

 

 
 
 
Please be seated 



 

CREED  
 

Let us join with Christians throughout the world this Easter Sunday and confess our shared faith 
using the words of the Nicene Creed. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Linda Dunn) 
 

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
You call your church to witness to your salvation. We give thanks for all theologians, preachers, and 
teachers who proclaim your gospel. Equip all the baptized to share the joy of the resurrection in all 
we say and do. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



 

You bring abundant life throughout creation. The green blade rises, and all creation greets the 
resurrection dawn. Preserve vineyards and orchards and those who tend to them. Feed us with the 
fruits of creation. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You show your steadfast love without regard to borders, barriers, or human-made divisions. Infuse 
your justice in every nation of the world that all experience the peace that only you can give.  
Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You anointed your Son with the Holy Spirit and with power. Encourage us by his example in our 
ministries of healing, care, and outreach. We pray for all who are sick or hospitalized and for all 
health care workers who care for them. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You have put gladness in our hearts. Inspire musicians and dancers to rejoice with songs of victory. 
Bless the music ministries of this congregation and all who foster our assembly’s song.  
Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

As you have raised Jesus from the dead, you show us your resurrection promise. With your holy 
ones who have sung your praise, free us from fear and empower us to go and tell the good news. 
Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer requests provided by congregation may be added here by Reader. 
 

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and 
eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.   
 
 

MEAL              God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING  

 

We acknowledge that all we have is a gift from God and in gratefulness  
we return to God a portion of the time, finances, and gifts that God has given us.   

Thank you so much for your continued support. 
 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. In the 
breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out in service to 
the world; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 



 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy, living, and loving God, 
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus 
who, living among us, 
healed the sick, 
fed the hungry, 
and with a love stronger than death, 
gave his life for others. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world. 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may live as your chosen ones, 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us using the language of our hearts. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 



 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Jesus Christ, risen from the dead,  
gives everyone a place at the welcome table. 
Alleluia! Come to the feast. 
 

All are welcome to join in our communion celebration.  
Please follow the directions of Pastor Carolyn and the ushers. 

 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Gracious God,  
in you we live and move and have our being.  
With your word and this meal of grace, 
you have nourished our life together.  
Strengthen us to show your love  
and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

SENDING    God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 

SENDING SONG  Christ The Lord Is Risen Today! Alleluia!!  ELW 369 

 

 
Music & lyrics on following page 



 

 
 
 
EASTER BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God and we will! Alleluia! 
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