Twtroduction to the day

“Rejoice always,” beains the reading from 1 Thessalonians, Tsaialh and the psalmist make clear that God is
turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s children got a robe,” go the words of a
spiritual. Tt is not so much a stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes we are
happy to wear. We receive that robe in baptism, and v worship we gather for a foretaste of God's party.

GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure

and whose steadfast love endures forever.

Amen.

Together let us honestly and humbly confess

that we have not lived as God desires.

Loving and forgiving God,

we confess that we are held captive by sin.

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger;
we have not loved our neighbor;

we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God.

Wake us up and turn us from our sin.

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.
People of God, hear this glad news:

by God’s endless grace

your sins are forgiven, and you are free—

free from all that holds you back

and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.
May you be strengthened in God’s love,

++ comforted by Christ’s peace,

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264)

Please mute yourselves and sing Verse 1 as Audrey plays
Music & lyrics on next page
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Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
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2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal Kking!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’'n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and wval - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar- ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule 1is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - Ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
Refrain
04 N e e
[fan) — : I —
Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715)

Please mute yourselves and sing Verse 1 as Audrey plays
Music & lyrics on next page
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1 Long-ing for light, we wait in dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is  trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun-gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y  the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man - y the
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truth, we turn to you. Make us  your own,
hope, man - y de - spair. Your word a - lone
wa - ter, man -y still thirst. Make us  your bread,
warmth, man - y  are cold. Make us  your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to  be - long. Let wus be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro -ken for oth- ers, shared un - tul all are fed.
shel -ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth - er, signs of your king - dom  come.
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i j —J ]
IR r
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the
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dark - ness. Christ, be our light! Shine in  your
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church gath -ered to - day.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your prophets,
that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 (Kristen Blackburn)

A reading from Isaiah.
"The spirit of the Lord GoD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
“to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
°to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.
“They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.

®For | the LORD love justice,
| hate robbery and wrongdoing;
| will faithfully give them their recompense,
and | will make an everlasting covenant with them.
‘Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
""For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord Gob will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 126 (Andrew Chan)

'When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
“Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”
“The LORD has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
‘Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses of the Negeb.
“Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
‘Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

KIDS' MESSAGE (Lisa Herlocker)

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  (Lisa Kaufman-Chan)

A reading from 1 Thessalonians.
"“Rejoice always, ""pray without ceasing, "“give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you. “Do not quench the Spirit. ’Do not despise the words of prophets, “'but test
everything; hold fast to what is good; *“abstain from every form of evil.

*May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be
kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. “The one who calls you is faithful,
and he will do this.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28  (Pastor Ron)

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

‘There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 'He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. “He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light.

“This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to
ask him, “Who are you?” *’He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “Il am not the Messiah.”
“/And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He
answered, “No.” “Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent
us. What do you say about yourself?” *He said,

“l am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,””
as the prophet Isaiah said.

“Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. “They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if



you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” **John answered them, “| baptize with
water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, “’the one who is coming after me; | am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” *This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John

was baptizing.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: Joy of Jesus

(Pastor Ron)

HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry

(ELW 249)

Please mute yourselves and sing Verse 1 as Audrey plays
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry an - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - 'ty life from sin; make  straight the
3 We hail you  as our Sav - ior, Lord, our ref - uge
4 Stretch forth  your hand, our health re - store, and make us
5 All  praise to  you, e - ter - mnal Son, whose ad - vent
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that the Lord 1S nigh; a - wake and heark - en,
way for God with - in, and let us all our
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for he brings glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en ter there.
waste a - way like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
on us shine and fill the world with love di - vine.
we a-dore, and Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - more.



CREED

In this Season of Advent, let us join with Christians throughout the world and confess our shared
faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (patrick Gale)

God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our
prayers for everyone in need.

God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with the work of proclaiming
good news. Strengthen the witness of bishops, pastors, deacons, church musicians, lay leaders,
and all people who contribute their prayers and talents to public worship. Embed your word in their
hearts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all of creation. Extend your
kindness and relief to endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the human beings who rely on the
rhythms of nature to make their living. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness and ask us to care for
one another. Be present with the leaders of every nation as they govern. Give them a spirit of
righteousness, that your goodness and mercy is revealed through their actions. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We pray for people who have
been displaced from their homes by fire, flood, earthquake, or storm. Support the work of Lutheran
World Relief, Lutheran Disaster Response, and all disaster relief organizations in their recovery
efforts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our spirits are weak and weary.
Bestow your spirit upon this congregation and empower us to comfort the people who turn to us in
times of need. Make your church a place of refuge and healing. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of our grief. We are grateful for the
beloved, imperfect people whose lives testified to your radiant love. Anoint all who mourn with the oil
of gladness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of wisdom and understanding, continue to guide the Call Committee of this congregation as
they interview potential pastors for Bethel this week. Be with their discernment process as well as
with that of the candidates. Grant them all insight as they move toward finding someone to shepherd
your people here in this place. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other prayers of thanksgiving or for special needs may be included by the congregation

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

M EAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING (patrick Gale)

We acknowledge that all we have is a gift from God and in gratefulness
we return to God a portion of the time, finances, and gifts that God has given us.
Thank you so much for your continued support in these unusual times.

OFFERING PRAYER

Generous God,

you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season.

Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing.
In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.

Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy God,
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,



our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his life given for us

and his rising from the grave,

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER ELwop. 112

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION

During this time, you are invited to take communion in your home
or to be in a time of prayer.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Gracious and abundant God,

you have done great things for us, and we rejoice.
In this bread and cup you give us life forever.

In your boundless mercy, strengthen us

and open our hearts to the world’s needs,

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



SEN DI NG God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,
the long-expected Savior fill you with love,

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,

++ now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG People, Look East (ELw 248)

Please mute yourselves and sing Verse 1 as Audrey plays

o v

P —F :
| ([an YL ] ] I ) ] )
Do o
1 Peo - ple, look east. The time 1S near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed 18
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the
4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
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of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond the frost - y weath - er,
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trim the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo- ple, look
that in course the flowr may flour - ish. Peo- ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord 1S com - ing. Peo - ple, look
04 :
V 4V / )] N |
l\({y\ il ) T |
J —o ’
N
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the  way.

east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God and we will.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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