Today, we evconter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and humiliated
servawt, We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we ferveutly desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves
afraid, denjing God. We wave palms i celebration today as Christ comes into our widst, and we follow with
trepidation as his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical
promise of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love v a meal of bread and wine. We begiv +his
week that stands at the center of the church vear, anticipating the completion of God's astounding work.

GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME

ACCLAMATION Eww p. 256)

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus
sent two disciples, “saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a
donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. °If anyone says anything to you,
just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.” “This took place to fulfill
what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,
*“Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
“The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 'they brought the donkey and the colt, and
put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. °A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road,
and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. ‘The crowds that went ahead
of him and that followed were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
“When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” "The crowds
were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF PALMS ELw p. 256)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.



We praise you, O God,

for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph
and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches along his way.
Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the
cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN All Glory, Laud, and Honor ELw 344)

Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of Christ. Amen.
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to  whom the lips of chil - dren made sweet ho - san-nas ring.
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1 You are the king of Is - rael and Da-vid’s roy - al Son,
2 The com-pa-ny of an - gels are prais-ing you on high;
3 The mul - ti - tude of pil - grims with palms be - fore you went;
4 To  you, be-fore your pas - sion, they sang their hymns of praise.
5 Their prais-es you ac - cept - ed; ac - cept the prayers we bring,
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now in the Lord’s name com - ing, our King and Bless-ed One.
cre - a - tion and all mor - tals in  cho-rus make re - ply.
our praise and prayer and an - thems be - fore you we pre - sent.
To you, now high ex - alt - ed, our mel - 0o - dy we raise.

great au - thor of all good - ness, O good and gra- cious King.

Text: Theodulph of Orleans, ¢. 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 18181866, alt.
Music: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN, Melchior Teschner, 1584-1635
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PRAYER OF THE DAY ELwp. 257)

As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on the
salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray.

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on
our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to
your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

GOSPEL: Matthew 26:14--27:66
I fulfillment of scripture and obedience to God's will, Jesus goes to the cross so that a new covenant in his blood
may bring forgiveness of sins. Even the soldiers who crucify him recoguize him to be the Son of God.

HYMN OF THE DAY O Sacred Head Now Wounded ELw 351)

—r——r—

| 1IN
TTe

—

a

O sa - cred head,now wound -ed, with grief and shame weighed down,
How pale thou art with an - guish, with sore a - buse and scorn;
What lan-guage shall I  bor - row to thank thee, dear - est friend,
Lord, be my con - so - la - tion; shield me when I must die;
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now scorn-ful - ly sur - round - ed with thorns,thine on - ly crown;
how does thy face now lan - guish, which once was bright as morn!
for this thy dy-ing sor - row, thy pit - y with-out end?

re - mind me of thy pas - sion when my last hour draws nigh.
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O sa - cred head, what glo - ry, what bliss till now was thine!
Thy grief and bit - ter pas - sion were all for sin - ners’ gain;
Oh, make me thine for - ev - er, and should I faint-ing be,
These eyes, new faith re - ceiv - ing, from thee shall nev - er move;
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Yet, though de-spised and gor - vy, | joy to call thee mine.
mine, mine was the trans-gres - sion, but thine the dead - ly  pain.
Lord, let me nev-er, nev - er out - live my love to thee.
for all who die be-liev - ing die safe-ly in thy  love.
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CREED

As we enter Holy Week, let us join with Christians throughout the world in confessing our faith
through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

God of mercy, awaken your church to new proclamations of your faithfulness. By your Spirit, give us
bold and joyful words to speak, that we sustain the weary with the message of your redemption.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, quiet the earth where it trembles and shakes. Protect vulnerable ecosystems,
threatened habitats, and endangered species. Prosper the work of scientists, engineers, and
researchers who find ways to restore creation to health and wholeness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that cause us to turn against one another. Give courage to
leaders who seek liberation for the oppressed. Bring peace and hope to those who are in prison and
those who face execution. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, send your saving help to all who suffer abuse, insult, discrimination, or contempt.
Heal the wounded. Comfort the dying. Bring peace to those suffering chronic or terminal illness.
Tend to all who cry out for relief. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, we pray for all who will prepare and lead worship in this Holy Week. In all things,
show us the ways that you call us to die to self, to live for you, and to give of ourselves for the sake
of others. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to eternal life. With all your witnesses in
heaven and on earth, let us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, our resurrection and our hope.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to
you; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

THAN KSG IVI NG We remember that God is the source of all things

OFFERING

We acknowledge that all we have is a gift from God and in gratefulness we return to God
a portion of the time, finances, and gifts that God has given us.
Please remember to continue to give to Bethel as you are able; either online or through the mail.

OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD ELw p. 220

Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity,
water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of
life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through
the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O
God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope,
and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all
who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever.

Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER ELw p. 221)

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SEN DI NG God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING ELw p. 221)

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The God of all grace bless you now and forever.

Amen.

DISMISSAL ELw p. 222)

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is
good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted;
honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Thanks be to God.

CELEBRATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please read through the final bulletin pages to see information on upcoming celebrations, events and ministry team
activities. We encourage you to share your gifts with the congregation with these options.
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