
 1 

Introduction to the day: Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, 
loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the 
risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts 
burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is 
poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day. 
 

GATHERING  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the diverse people of God. 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
INVITATION TO WORSHIP 
 

Come let us dwell in God’s shelter. 
Let us dwell in God’s work of art. 
Come, because the Earth is the Lord’s 
And God’s Earth is our home. 
We live in god’s World; we are not alone. 
We share this life with the heavens and the earth, 
With the waters and the land, 
With trees and grasses, 
With fish, birds, and animals, 
With minerals and creatures of every form, 
And with all our brothers and sisters (family). 
God declared his creation good, 
And entrusted us to care for it along with each other. 
Today, as we reflect on the marvels and wonders of creation, 
Let us renew our commitment as good stewards of the earth. 
 

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able and to face the baptismal font. 
 

 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ACS p. 10) 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us 
give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and placed us in a 
well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us 
water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still 
waters. At the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us 
again with the water of life. 
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We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water 
everywhere, including Folsom Lake, the American River, and the Sacramento River and for our local 
creeks and streams. 
 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.  
Satisfy all who thirst and give us the life only you can give. 
  

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Please remain standing and continue with the song on the following page. 

 
 
GATHERING SONG  All Creatures, Worship God Most High!  (ELW 835) 
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GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE (ELW p. 138) 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

We gather to rejoice in the creation of the world. God in his infinite compassion has lovingly formed 
our planet and all that live within it. You are the living God who sustains all life in continually 
unfolding. And now may we open our ears to your continually unfolding Word as you speak to us in 
new and vital and imperative ways.  
Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
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WORD           God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 

FIRST READING:   Acts 2:14a, 36-41 (Loraine Anderson) 
 

Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration that God has made the 
crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ. 
 

A reading from Acts. 
14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 36“Therefore let the 
entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus 
whom you crucified.” 
 37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what should we do?” 38Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to him.” 40And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, 
“Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41So those who welcomed his message were 
baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (Loraine Anderson)  
 

1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, 
 2for the LORD has given ear to me whenever I called. 
3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 
  I came to grief and sorrow. 
 4Then I called upon the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”  
12How shall I repay the LORD for all the good things God has done for me? 
 13I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD. 
14I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people. 
 15Precious in your sight, O LORD, is the death of your servants. 
16O LORD, truly I am your servant; 
  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 
 17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of the LORD.  
18I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people, 
 19in the courts of the LORD’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!  
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:17-23 (Loraine Anderson) 
 

The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are strangers in a 
strange land. Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong to God, so that 
our focus, faith, and hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold. 
 

A reading from 1 Peter. 
17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in 
reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19but with the precious 
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blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20He was destined before the 
foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21Through him you 
have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and 
hope are set on God. 
 22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine 
mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23You have been born anew, not of perishable 
but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
KIDS' MESSAGE (Pr. Allen Dunn) 

 
 
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able to welcome the Gospel 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35  (Pr. Carolyn Brodt) 
 

The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the question of 
how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of 
bread. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples] were going 
to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about 
all these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came 
near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, 
“What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 
18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19He asked 
them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty 
in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him 
over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 
22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 
23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a 
vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and 
found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how 
foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not 
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27Then 
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 
scriptures. 
 28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 
29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now 
nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; 
and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us 
while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33That same hour 
they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered 
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together. 34They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then 
they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 

 
 
SERMON (Pr. Carolyn Brodt) 
 
 
The congregation is invited to stand as they are able 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  For the Beauty of the Earth  (ELW 879) 

 
 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH: A New Creed (1968) United Church of Canada 
 

We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 
 

We believe in God: 
     who has created and is creating, 
     who has come in Jesus, 
          the Word made flesh, 
          to reconcile and make new, 
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     who works in us and others 
          by the Spirit. 
 

We trust in God.  
 

We are called to be the Church: 
     to celebrate God’s presence, 
     to live with respect in Creation, 
     to love and serve others, 
     to seek justice and resist evil, 
     to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
      our judge and our hope. 
 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
    God is with us. 
We are not alone. 
    Thanks be to God 
 

Please be seated 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Loraine Anderson) 
 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen: 
Your great love has placed us in your creation, and you commanded us to care for it. Your works 
declare glory and strength, and you call us to praise and reverence. Where we have degraded or 
destroyed earth's bounty, forgive us. Where we have taken beauty and majesty for granted, have 
mercy upon us. Where we have become estranged from the creatures with whom we share this 
planet, grant us your peace. 
Creator God, 
hear our prayer. 
 

As we join together in celebration of the Earth, we know that there are many things that thwart our 
efforts and our responsibilities to your creation. The issues of the environment and conservation are 
often associated with differing political views. For the openness to learn about environmental issues 
and concerns, we pray: 
Creator God, 
hear our prayer. 
 

In such a great and complex world, we often feel so small and helpless, as if what we do has no 
impact on the rest of your creation. Yet we know that because we are created in your image, we are 
connected with the entirety of creation, just as you are. For an awareness of how our own lifestyles 
can be modified to help protect the environment, we pray: 
Creator God, 
hear our prayer. 
 

In an environmental catastrophe, the people who suffer first and greatest are often the poorest of the 
poor. Yet we rarely hear their voices, silenced as they are by the realities of global life. For those who 
live in poverty and suffer the devastating effects of flooding, drought, and other environmental 
issues, we pray: 
Creator God, 
hear our prayer. 
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In recent days, even the ground under our feet has begun to tremble, reminding us that we live 
together in a fragile community of life. For our own community, our city and state, we pray: 
Creator God, 
hear our prayer. 
 
As members of this creation, we live and die according to the cycle of life that is 
common in all the world. For those in our midst who suffer from sickness and death, we pray: 
Creator God, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer requests provided by congregation to be added here by reader 
 

God of the sun and the moon of the mountains, deserts and plains; 
God of the mighty oceans, of rivers, lakes and streams; 
God of all creatures that live in the seas and fly in the air; 
God of every living thing that grows and moves on this sacred Earth, 
We are formed by Christ into your people, 
called to bring the world into your marvelous light. 
As the Body of Christ, we are messengers of ecological vocation. 
We are entrusted with caring for this Earth which you have created. 
Help us to love and respect it, to repair what we have damaged, 
to care for what you have made good and holy. 
Give us the wisdom and the passion to change our mind, our hearts, and our ways. 
Let us be the change we pray for, bringing about ecological conversion which grows 
and spreads to every corner of the Earth, for our sake now and for every generation 
which is to come. 
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 

MEAL                       God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING  
 

We acknowledge that all we have is a gift from God and in gratefulness we return to God a portion of  
the time, finances, and gifts that God has given us. Thank you so much for your continued support. 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

God of goodness and growth, all creation isi yours, and your faithfulness is sure. Word and water, 
wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts we bring, and nourish us 
to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
strength and our song. 
Amen 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

O God triune, how majestic 
is your name in all the earth. 
Over the eons your merciful might 
evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. 
Here by your wisdom 
are both life and death, 
growth and decay, 
the nest and the hunt, 
sunshine and storm, 
darkness and light. 
Sustained by these wonders, 
we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  

O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. 
In Christ you bring life from death; 
we remember his cross, 
we laud his resurrection. 
Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. 
Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. 
Receiving this mystery, 
we mortals sing our song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  

We praise you for the heart of Jesus, so filled with your love for this earth. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  

O God triune, you create the worlds, 
you uphold the living, you embrace the dead. 
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 
Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, the body and blood of Christ. 
Give us a future that trusts in you and cares for your earth. 
Empowered by your promises, we rise from our deaths to praise you again: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  

Amen, and amen. 
Amen, and amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us using the language of our hearts. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Taste and see that the Lord is good 
 
 

All are welcome to join in our communion celebration.  
Please follow the directions of Pastor Carolyn and the ushers. 

 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast of life and salvation. 
Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 
you, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The congregation is invited to stand as they are able. 

 
 

SENDING    God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 

BLESSING 
 

Now may God Creator bless you and keep you, may God’s face shine on you and 
be gracious to you, and may God look up on you with favor and give you the peace 
of Creation. In the name of the Creator, ☩ Redeemer, and Sanctifier. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG  This Is My Father's World  (ELW 824) 
 
 

Music and lyrics on following page 
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Please be seated. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
After brief announcements related to the ministry of Bethel, 

the congregation is invited to stand and face the font. 
 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
Thanks be to God and we will. 
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