Tutroduction to the Day: Today we follow Christ from triwmphal entry +o the cross, each waypoint of the
Journey marked by Jesus’ compassion for those who would betray, mock, accuse, or do violence to him.
Thouah persecuted and beaten, Jesus the Sov of God is ot disgraced; instead, he asks forgiveness for
those who put him +o death. We have walked the Lewten pathway these forty days, each of us invited
through baptism to “let +he same mivd be v you that was v Christ Jesus.” We ewter this holy week
accompanying Jesus o the cross with both grief and thavksgiving v our hearts, trusting v God's
redeeming love.

GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the diverse people of God.

Congregation gathers on the sidewalk near the path up to the sanctuary. Palm branches are distributed.

WELCOME

ACCLAMATION ELw p. 256)

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Luke 19:28-40 (Pastor Carolyn Brodt)

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

**After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.

When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he
sent two of the disciples, “*saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find
tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. *'If anyone asks you, ‘Why are
you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.”” *So those who were sent departed and found it
as he had told them. **As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying
the colt?” *They said, “The Lord needs it.” **“Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their
cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. **As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the
road. *’As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of
the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had
seen, *saying,

“Blessed is the king

who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest heaven!”
“Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” ““He
answered, “| tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



BLESSING OF PALMS ELw p. 256)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

We praise you, O God,

for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.

Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who
spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry them.
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and
resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

PROCESSION Al Glory, Laud, and Honor

Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of Christ. Amen.

(ELW 344)

Singing, the congregation processes into the sanctuary. Congregation remadins standing.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY ¢wwp. 257)

As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on the
salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray.

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on
our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to
your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a (Lisa Herlocker)

This text, the third of the four Servant Sonds in Isaiah, speaks of the servant’s obedience amid persecution.
Though the servant has been variously understood as the prophet himself or a remnant of faithful Israel,
Christians have often recognized the figure of Christ in these poems.

A reading from Isaiah.
‘The Lord GobD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
*The Lord GobD has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious,
| did not turn backward.
°l gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
| did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.

"The Lord GoD helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and | know that | shall not be put to shame;
*he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
|t is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16 (Lisa Herlocker)

°Have mercy on me, O LORD, for | am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
“For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.
"l am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my acquaintances;
when they see me in the street they avoid me.
“Like the dead | am forgotten, out of mind; | am as useless as a broken pot.
“For | have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
“But as for me, | have trusted in you, O LORD. | have said, “You are my God.
My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
‘“Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11 (Lisa Herlocker)

Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that describes Jesus’ humble obedience in his incarnation as a
human being, even to death, and his exaltation and glory as Lord of all.

A reading from Philippians.
°Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
‘who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
‘but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
*he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
‘Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
'°so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
"and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

KIDS, MESSAGE (Pastor Carolyn Brodt)



THE PASSION GOSPEL: Luke 22:14--23:56

Through the teachings and events of the passion story we see and hear the great contradictions that
characterize the coming of God’s reign. The leader serves the followers, proud Peter (s revealed in his
cowardice, and Jesus—the innocent bringer of life—is arrested, beaten, executed, and buried.

NARRATOR: Barb Morris
JESUS: Patrick Gale
PETER: Nancy Garman
CENTURION: Linda Dunn
SERVANT GIRL: Hadley Gale
WITNESS: Andrew Chan
PILATE: Allen Dunn
FIRST CRIMINAL: Bruce Seiler
SECOND CRIMINAL: Terri Larson

The congregation (s invited to stand as they are able and proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY Lamb Of God/Your Only Son ELW 336
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CREED ELw p. 104)

Let us join with Christians throughout the world and confess our shared faith using the words of the
Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Lisa Herlocker)

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.

We pray for the church, called to follow Jesus in the way of the cross. Make us unflinching servants
of the gospel. Deliver us from hardship as we confront the forces of injustice and practice radical
compassion. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the earth and all its inhabitants, created in love: Train us to recognize your divine goodness in
the world around us. Rouse in us a reverence for creation, that we take greater care of its resources.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For those in positions of authority called to lead with integrity and compassion: Supply them with
courage and vulnerability when challenged with new ideas. Deliver them from fear that limits
imagination and impedes justice. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Countries are divided and leaders often harbor grudges. Reconcile nations that experience conflict.
Act quickly to bring an end to war. Anoint peacemakers trained in the art of diplomacy and foster a
spirit of collaboration among political rivals. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



For those who suffer, waiting expectantly for mercy and consolation: Accompany those who feel
abandoned or betrayed, defend those who are wrongly accused, and embrace those who are
incarcerated or detained. Heal those who are ill. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For Christians around the world, preparing this week to journey with Jesus to the cross: Reveal to us
once again the earthshaking power of humble service, unmerited forgiveness, and sacrificial love.
Lead us all from death to life. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We remember those who have died, who were commended into your hands. Remember us when
you come into your kingdom, and prepare a place for each of us with you in paradise. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

(Prayer requests provided by congregation may be added here by Reader)

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PEACE ELwp. 143)

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

M EAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

We acknowledge that all we have is a gift from God and in gratefulness
we return to God a portion of the time, finances, and gifts that God has given us.
Thank you so much for your continued support.

OFFERING PRAYER

Extravagant God,

you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.

Now we gather at your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies.
Take and use what we offer here,

come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,
our living Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you.



You led your people Israel through the desert,
and provided them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water,
who joined us in our desert, pouring out his life for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:
wash away our sin,
that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us using the words of the language
of our hearts.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Here is food and drink for the journey.
Take and be filled.



COMMUNION ELw p. 146)

All are welcome to join in our communion celebration.
Please follow the directions of Pastor Carolyn and the ushers.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Blessed Jesus,

in this rich meal of grace,

you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope
to a world in need.

Amen.

The congregation (s invited to stand as they are able.

SEN DI NG God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

You are children of God,
anointed with the oil of gladness
and strengthened for the journey.
Almighty God,

motherly, majestic, and mighty,
+ bless you this day and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises ELW 535

Music & lyrics on following page



Refrain— sung twice each time
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Please be seated

ANNOUNCEMENTS ELw p. 146)

After brief announcements related to the ministry of Bethel, the congregation is invited to stand as they
are able and face the baptismal font.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God and we will.
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